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 N
els O

lsen, age 92, died W
ednesday, M

ay 17, 2017, at the H
uron R

egional 
M

edical C
enter. H

is funeral service w
as held at 11:00 A

M
, Saturday, M

ay 20th, at the C
ongregational 

U
nited C

hurch of Christ. B
urial w

as in the Restlaw
n M

em
ory G

ardens C
em

etery, w
ith m

ilitary rites by 
the H

uron V
eterans C

ouncil. A
 M

asonic service w
as held at 7:00 PM

, Friday at the K
uhler Funeral 

H
om

e. M
em

orials m
ay be directed to the Shriners H

ospitals for C
hildren, H

uron R
egional M

edical C
enter 

Foundation, C
ongregational U

nited C
hurch of C

hrist or charity of choice. 
N

els Edw
ard O

lsen w
as born Septem

ber 17, 1924, in H
itchcock, South D

akota, to Jens and O
da 

(M
ellerup) O

lsen. H
e graduated in 1942 from

 H
itchcock H

igh School. N
els had a love for singing and 

playing in the high school band. H
e continued to play after high school, becom

ing a m
em

ber of the H
uron 

C
ity B

and. That is w
here he m

et his future w
ife, D

orothy Schrader. H
is love of m

usic led to singing in 
B

arbershop groups, and playing in the Shrine B
and and M

erry Tuba C
hristm

as. 
H

e attended SD
SU

 for one year and joined the A
rm

y in M
arch of 1943. H

e received a Purple H
eart and 

w
as decorated w

ith the B
ronze Star and the Presidential C

itation w
hile serving w

ith the 9th Infantry 
D

ivision on Leyte and O
kinaw

a Islands in the South Pacific during W
orld W

ar II. H
e returned hom

e in 
1946 and he and D

orothy w
ere m

arried M
ay 25, 1947. 

They began their life together in H
itchcock w

here they lived for the next 18 years. N
els w

as general 
m

anager of the fam
ily farm

 equipm
ent and truck sales and service business w

ith D
orothy helping in the 

business office. In 1965, they m
oved together w

ith their fam
ily to H

uron and expanded their business by 
purchasing the International H

arvester Store. H
e held various positions w

ith farm
 equipm

ent and 
autom

obile dealer associations in South D
akota and adjoining states. N

els retired from
 the m

anagem
ent of 

O
lsen Im

plem
ent in 1990. 

M
arried for nearly 70 years, they raised four children: D

ennis, K
aren, N

ancy and Sue. D
uring his lifetim

e, 
N

els w
as active in num

erous business and com
m

unity organizations serving on boards and holding 
offices to support the city of H

uron. Som
e of these include C

ongregational C
hurch of C

hrist, A
m

erican 
Legion, B

oy Scouts, M
asons, Shrine and Shrine C

ircus, G
reater H

uron D
evelopm

ent, O
ur H

om
e 

Incorporated and President of the H
uron A

rea C
ham

ber of C
om

m
erce. H

e w
as also very active in the 

H
uron R

otary C
lub serving in m

any capacities including President of the local group and D
istrict 

G
overnor in South D

akota, M
innesota and Iow

a. 
N

els received recognition several tim
es in business and com

m
unity activities throughout the years 

including the Lusk A
w

ard in business in 1993 and the H
uron A

rea C
ham

ber of C
om

m
erce D

istinguished 
C

ivic Service A
w

ard in 1996. H
e w

as instrum
ental in establishing an agricultural scholarship at SD

SU
 

funded by IH
 dealers. 

N
els alw

ays w
orked hard and w

as devoted to his fam
ily, friends and com

m
unity. H

is hobbies included 
m

usic, travel, hunting, dancing, playing cards and socializing. 
G

rateful for having shared his life are his one son, D
ennis (Linda) O

lsen of Sioux Falls; three daughters, 
K

aren (Steve) M
arcus of H

uron, N
ancy (K

evin) K
reulen of B

oulder C
anyon in the B

lack H
ills, and Sue 

(M
ark) Fritz of G

ilbert, A
rizona; eleven grandchildren, A

m
y O

lsen, Erik O
lsen, M

aryJane (D
an) 

U
nzelm

an, D
avid O

lsen, Jason (U
rla) M

arcus, A
dam

 (C
hasity) M

arcus, R
ichard (Linda) M

arcus, Lee 
(Janelle) A

nderson, Josh A
nderson, Jack (Em

ily) Pochardt and Traci Pochardt; and ten great 
grandchildren; one brother, A

rthur (A
nnie) O

lsen of H
itchcock; and a friend w

ho is m
ore like fam

ily, 
Steve O

etken of H
uron. 

N
els w

as preceded in death by his parents, Jens and O
da O

lsen; his w
ife of 69 years, D

orothy; and one 
brother, Jam

es (D
arlene) O

lsen. 


